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Introductory remarks

ÁSystematic reviews and meta-
analyses have become critical for 
decision making in health as well 
as other areas

ÁThey are some of the most 
influential types of research
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Introductory remarks

ÁSystematic reviews and meta-
analyses have become critical for 
decision making in health as well 
as other areas

ÁThey are some of the most 
influential types of research

ÁThey are among the most highly 
cited of research articles
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ÁHere are the top 5
most cited papers on 
άƳŜǘŀ-ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎέ ŀǎ ƻŦ 
yesterday

ÁΧŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ŎƻǇǳǎ
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More legibly

1 Preferred reporting items for systematic reviews and meta-
analyses: The PRISMA statement (PLoSMed)

Moher et al 2009 50,896

2 Measuring inconsistency in meta-analyses Higgins et al 2003 46,559

3 Bias in meta-analysis detected by a simple, graphical test Egger et al 1997 40,478

4 Meta-analysis in clinical trials DerSimonian & Laird 1986 31,845

5 Quantifying heterogeneity in a meta-analysis Higgins et al 2002 25,501

Citations



Reordered: 6 topics

1 Preferred reporting items for systematic reviews and meta-
analyses: The PRISMA statement

2 Measuring inconsistency in meta-analyses

5 Quantifying heterogeneity in a meta-analysis

4 Meta-analysis in clinical trials

3 Bias in meta-analysis detected by a simple, graphical test



Outline of my presentation

1 Preferred reporting items for systematic reviews and meta-
analyses: The PRISMA statement

2 Measuring inconsistency in meta-analyses

5 Quantifying heterogeneity in a meta-analysis

4 Meta-analysis in clinical trials

3 Bias in meta-analysis detected by a simple, graphical test

i. Misuse of reporting 
guidelines

ii. Misuse of I-squared

iii. Misuse of random-effects 
meta-analysis

iv. Misuse of tests for funnel 
plot asymmetry
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Whatõs the paper about?

ÁA checklist and flow chart for the reporting of a systematic review
ïPreceded by QUOROM

ïPRISMA published in 2009 updated to PRISMA 2020
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Whatõs the problem?
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PRISMA is not a guideline for doing systematic reviews

Randomly picked paper (most recent citation of the paper in Scopus yesterday)


